	
	
	



Gov. Whitmer Supporter Email Template

Subject: Why I support the dam sale from Consumers Energy to Confluence Hydro
Dear Gov. Whitmer:
I am writing today to express my strong support for the sale of the 13 hydroelectric dams across Michigan from Consumers Energy to Confluence Hydro, which is the subject of Michigan Public Service Commission Case U-21985.
[bookmark: _Int_soJWk9Xr]This sale is the best choice for Michigan’s ratepayers, property owners, local communities and our environment. 
Decommissioning the dams would be devastating to the 13 communities that have been built around the dams and the reservoirs they have created. It also would saddle ratepayers with higher utility rates at a time when they can least afford it.   
The dams are a vital part of Michigan's ecosystem. They are important barriers to the spread of invasive species like sea lamprey, which could devastate Michigan's waterways and fishing industry if the dams are torn down.  
For generations, thousands of Michiganders have relied on the natural areas around the reservoir for outdoor recreation like camping, hiking, and boating. If this agreement is not approved, the dams would be removed, drying up reservoirs and killing jobs in local communities 
Consumers Energy spent years engaging local communities on the future of these hydro dams. Our communities want the dams to be protected, as they have provided important economic and recreational opportunities for communities for generations. 
Thankfully, Consumers Energy has found a capable buyer with Confluence Hydro, a company with financial resources and deep expertise in hydropower to manage these facilities long into the future. It’s great to know that the existing Consumers Energy hydro workforce will join Confluence Hydro and continue safe operations at the dams.   
I strongly urge you to support this sale. 
Sincerely,
Name
City/Township Community Member
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